VII
THE CREED OF THE ARYAN FIGHTERS

THE answer of the divine Teacher to the first flood
of Arj una's passionate self-questioning, his shrinking
from slaughter, his sense of sorrow and sin, his grieving
for an empty and desolate life, his forecast of evil
results of an evil deed, is a strongly-worded rebuke.
All this, it is replied, is confusion of mind and delu-
sion, a weakness of the heart, an unmanliness, a fall
from the virility of the fighter and the hero. Not this
was fitting in the son of Pritha, not thus should the
champion and chief hope of a righteous cause abandon
it in the hour of crisis and peril or suffer the sudden
amazement of his heart and senses, the clouding of his
reason and the downfall of his will to betray him into
the casting away of his divine weapons and the refusal
of his God-given work. This is not the way cherished
and followed by the Aryan man; this mood came not
from heaven nor can it lead to heaven, and on earth
it is the forfeiting of the glory that waits upon strength
and heroism and noble works. Let him put from him
this weak and self-indulgent pity, let him rise and
smite his enemies!

The answer of a hero to a hero, shall we sav. but

* Gita II, 1-38.
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